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Introduction
This paper continues to be popular with both Muslim and non-Muslim candidates.

The overall standard of responses this year on Unit 11 was excellent. Candidates were able 
to demonstrate their knowledge of Islam and use this knowledge to show understanding of 
key concepts within the religion. More candidates used their time well and so were able to 
answer Section 4 successfully.

Note: SPaG is Spelling, Punctuation, and Grammar
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Question 1 (a)(b)(c)(d)
Many candidates answered this question (Q) very well and were able to gain full marks. 
Some candidates were unable to develop two reasons for the importance of belief in the 
creativity of Allah.

A large number of candidates misunderstood question (c) and wrote at length about the 
importance of the Qur'an, but did not mention the role of Muhammad. This was the specific 
focus of the question and so they were unable to gain full marks.
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a) This is the correct definition = 2 marks

b) Personal opinion, with two developed reasons = 4 marks

1. strengthens faith….. when you look around everything was created by Allah …. developed by….
understand the extent of Allah’s power

2. helps you understand the origin of the universe…developed by...could not have simply created 
itself

c) Here, there are two reasons, with one as a fully-developed reason.

1. huge miracle…developed by....could not read or write…further developed by ….received verses 
through angel

One basic reason, bringing it to Level 4

2. last and final revelation

Level 4 = 8 marks

di) The candidate has given a personal viewpoint and supported it with one developed reason and 
one brief reason = 3 marks

1 live their lives according to Allah law……developed by .....how to avoid haram act

2 the importance of following the sunnah

dii) This does not answer the question about whether holy books can help in daily life = 0

SpaG = 3 marks

Spelling, punctuation and meaning is accurate, and there is some use of specialist terms.

20 marks

Examiner Comments

In dii) the answer must relate back to the question.

Examiner Tip
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a) Correct definition …worship of Allah = 2 marks

b) There are three brief reasons, here, but only two can be 
credited; none is developed = 2 marks

1. Qur’an ...Allah created the world 

2. one of the six articles of faith

c) Four reasons = Level 4

1. shows he is the chosen one 

2. final message sent down by Allah 

3. unchanged 

4. guide to paradise

Level 4 = 8 marks

di) Personal viewpoint supported by three reasons = 3 marks 

1. how to live a simple life and not backbite or steal 

2. one true message which can never be dated 
3. stories of ordinary people….helps us live a pious and good life

dii) Three reasons in disagreement = 3 marks 

1. now irrelevant in a modern world 

2. everything has changed since the prophets were around 

3. you have to adapt

SpaG = 3 marks

Spelling, punctuation and meaning is accurate and there is some 
use of specialist terms.

21 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)(b)(c)(d)
Q2 abcd was answered well and especially di) and dii), where candidates gave excellent 
reasons to support their viewpoint.

Q2 c) caused some difficulties because many candidates wrote about the four rightly guided 
caliphs, instead of Khalifah, as a custodian of the world and so were unable to reach full 
marks. The question was looking for the concept of all humans as being stewards of Allah.
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a) This answer is only partially correct because it is not a definition of Islam = 1 
mark

b) A personal opinion, supported by two developed reasons = 4 marks

1. taught people and still does teach people the way of life…..developed by…how to 
live according to beliefs 

2. came to a person of good nature...taught them the right way……developed by...
pass it on to other people and …spread the knowledge

c) One brief reason and one fully developed reason = Level 4 

1. asked about everything they do and what they used 

2. duty to look after the world….developed by...the example of borrowing...
developed further by .... given to them as an amanah

Level 4 = 8 marks

di) A personal viewpoint supported by one fully developed reason = 3 marks

1. people judged based on their actions…developed by….beliefs can’t be seen…
further developed by....actions define them

dii) The opposite viewpoint, supported by one brief and one developed reason = 3 
marks 

1. beliefs are more important because they follow them strictly 

2. taught to follow what is right…developed by...beliefs overpower their actions

SPaG = 4 marks

Spelling, punctuation and meaning are accurate, with a good use of specialist terms.

23 marks

Examiner Comments
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a) This is partially correct. A fully correct answer would be.…peace gained through 
submission to Allah. See mark scheme = 1 mark

b) A personal opinion, supported by two developed reasons = 4 marks

1. looking at the lives of the prophets...developed by…..we learn lessons… 

2. without risalah the holy books would not have come down….developed by... the 
example of the Qur’an 

c) Three reasons, with one developed reason = Level 4

1. duty as Muslims to help keep the environment clean…..developed by…..the world is 
not ours 

2. future generations…..not waste it 

3. cleanliness is half our faith

Level 4 = 8 marks

di) A personal viewpoint, supported by one developed reason = 2 marks

1. not just beliefs but also actions…developed by....without actions beliefs won’t make a 
difference 

dii) The opposite viewpoint, supported by one developed reasons and one brief reason 
= 3 marks

1. you know you are thinking right….developed by…actions don’t always have to done. 

2. actions are just to show we already have the beliefs

SPaG = 3 marks 

Spelling, punctuation and meaning are accurate, with a limited use of specialist terms. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (a)
Although this question was generally answered well, many candidates lost marks by omitting 
to note that the Hadith were the sayings of the Prophet.

Fully correct

2 marks

Examiner Comments

Always learn the glossary definition to 
be sure of gaining full marks.

Examiner Tip

This answer gains 2 marks because of ...’with the Prophet.......
and quoted ....’ thus referring to sayings of the Prophet, which 
is an alternative wording from the mark scheme. This is fully 
correct.

2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b)(c)(d)
This question was answered extremely well.
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b) Personal opinion, supported by two developed reasons = 4 marks

1. classed as the house of Allah…developed by.…must be special 
in order to show respect 2. worshipping Allah is a great blessing…
developed by....must be special because we are thanking Allah

c) One fully developed reason = Level 4

1. dhias believe Ali should have been the first Khalifah 

2. do not believe in Khulafas….. 

3. remember Hassan 

4. Imams are free from sin

Level 4 = 8 marks

di) Personal viewpoint, supported by one fully developed reason = 3 
marks

1. the Prophet taught us everything we need to know…developed by…
was the final messenger…further developed by…seal of the prophets

dii) This does not answer the question which is whether or not a new 
prophet is needed = 0 marks

15 marks

Examiner Comments
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b) Personal opinion supported by two developed reasons = 4 marks

1. place of worship…developed by….places that deserve to be respected 

2. heart of the community...developed by…where people get married etc.

c) Three differences = Level 3

1. Shias believe only Ali was rightly guided…… 

2. Sunnis believe all the Caliphs were rightly guided 

3. Shia put great importance on the month of Muharram. Level 3 = 6 
marks

di) Personal viewpoint, supported by one developed reason and one brief 
reason = 3 marks

1. enough prophets for us to realise what to do...developed by….Qur’an, 
25 prophets 

2. Prophet Muhammad is the seal of the prophets

dii) Opposite viewpoint, supported by one developed reason = 2 marks

1. times have changed…address issues of the time…looking back at old 
examples

15 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a)
Many candidates lost marks because they confused a qadi with ulama.

The reference to Islamic law makes this 
response partially correct, although 
‘leader’ is incorrect.

1 mark

Examiner Comments

There are two elements of judge and 
Islam so this is a fully correct answer.

2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b)(c)(d)
There were some excellent answers to this question, with candidates showing good 
knowledge of Shari'ah law.



24 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01 25

b) Personal opinion, supported by one basic reason and one developed reason  
= 3 marks

1. lead the prayers for all Muslim men 

2. can guide someone, physically lecturing...developed by….some people do not 
get guided easily by books

c) Two developed reasons = Level 4

1. law based on the Qur’an …developed by...the Qur’an is the holy book of Allah 

2. based on the prophet’s hadith…developed by ...special to Muslims

Level 4 = 8 marks

di) Personal viewpoint, supported by two reasons with one developed = 3 marks

1. Allah’s exact words…developed by …if changed Muslims wouldn’t follow it 

2. Allah promised it would not be changed

dii) Opposite viewpoint, supported by two reasons with one developed  
= 3 marks

1. sent long ago….developed by need something relevant for us today 

2. world has changed …need more guidance for today

The second reason is also developed, but there are only 3 marks available.

17 marks

Examiner Comments
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b) Personal opinion supported by two developed reasons = 4 marks

1. leads prayer…developed by...encourages Muslims to pray in 
congregation 

2. sufficient knowledge…developed by ...give people the help they 
need

c) Four reasons = Level 4

1. defines issue 

2. live their lives according to this 

3. gives required sanctions 

4. gain a better understanding of religion

Level 4 = 8 marks

di) Personal viewpoint, supported by one fully developed reason = 3 
marks

1. left by God to be open to interpretation…developed by…rulings 
and teachings…further developed by...adapted to your environment

dii) One fully developed reason in disagreement = 3 marks

1. society very different…developed by...do not necessarily fit in 
modern day society…further developed by…needs to align with 
society’s morals

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (a)
Most of the candidates who answered this question gained full marks.

Fully correct

2 marks

Examiner Comments

Going round the Ka’aba is fully correct

2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (b) (c) (d)
There were some excellent answers in di) and dii), where candidates were able to show a 
clear understanding of the importance of Zakah, as purifying one's wealth and then using 
that to evaluate its importance in relation to other deeds.
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b) Personal opinion with two developed reasons = 4 marks

1. practising their religion well…developed by…..salah is one of 
the five pillars 

2. shows they are always thinking of Allah…developed by.…
making sure they know he is the centre of everything

c) Three reasons = Level 3

1. celebrate it to remember someone who had to sacrifice their 
son for Allah 

2. Muslims have the festival to show their respect for Allah 

3. gratitude towards Allah for the life he has gifted them with

Level 3 = 6 marks

di) Personal viewpoint, supported by one fully developed reason 
= 3 marks

1. other things more important……developed by......prayers helps 
them appreciate Allah …further developed by ....put him at the 
centre of everything

dii) Opposite viewpoint supported by three reasons = 3 marks

1. giving Zakah is a good thing and makes you a better person

2. helps the less fortunate

3. strengthens the ummah

16 marks

Examiner Comments
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b) Personal opinion supported by one brief reason and one developed reason = 3 marks

1. Following the words of Allah and acting on it

2. Following the 5 pillars….developed by....in the day of judgement salah will be asked 

c) No accurate information. The candidate has confused the Id’s 

= 0 marks

di) Personal opinion, supported by two simple reasons = 2 marks

1. you have a free choice

2. done what is said in the pillar of Islam

dii) Opposite viewpoint with one fully developed reason = 3 marks

1. Not allowed to do whatever you want…developed by…follow the commands of our 
Prophet …further developed by...and Allah

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a)
Most candidates gained full marks on this question.

Fully correct

2 marks

Examiner Comments

This response is only partially correct because there is no 
mention of Makkah, therefore it could refer to any other 
pilgrimage, not hajj.

1 mark

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (b) (c) (d)
This question was answered extremely well by the majority of candidates. Those who lost 
marks did so by writing about Id-ul-Fitr, by mistake.
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b) Personal opinion, supported by two developed reasons = 4 marks

1. prophet Ibrahim prepared to sacrifice his son…developed by….must be prepared to give 
up everything for Allah 

2. throw stones to show they must stop the devil having an effect on their lives…developed 
by ...only focus on and worship Allah

c) Four reasons = Level 4

1. develops self-control

2. removes selfishness from their lives

3. get closer to Allah 

4. fasting is a form of ibadah

Level 4 = 8 marks

di) Personal viewpoint, supported by three reasons = 3 marks

1. Shahadah is the declaration of faith 

2. reminds Muslims everyday they have submitted to Allah 

3. helps reflect of tawhid

dii) Opposite viewpoint supported by one fully developed reason = 3 marks

1. Salah is most important because…developed by....pray 5 times a day….bring themselves 
physically…further developed by.....spiritually closer to Allah

18 marks

Examiner Comments
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b) Personal opinion, supported by two developed reasons = 4 marks

1. Do this to remember Ibrahim stoned the shayton…developed by 
..tempted to disobey Allah 

2. Get rid of the evil in their heart…developed by....symbolised by 
throwing the stones

c) Three reasons with one developed = Level 4

1.Mentioned in the Qur’an that they should stay away from..developed 
by…the quote at the end of the answer 

2. It is a pillar in Islam 

3. Our good deeds are multiplied by 70

Level 4 = 8 marks

di) Personal viewpoint, supported by two reasons with one developed 
= 3 marks

1. If you don’t….you cannot fulfil the other pillars 

2. ...believing in the oneness of Allah…developed by...believing in 
tawhid makes you a Muslim

dii) No correct information = 0 marks

15 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (a)
The question asked for a definition of aqiqa' and some candidates lost marks by describing 
something that happened at the ceremony.

This a fully correct answer. The spelling 
is not judged on this question.

2 marks

Examiner Comments

This answer is an example of something that takes 
place at the ceremony. The question requires a 
definition, so this is marked as partially correct.

1 mark

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (b) (c) (d)
Many candidates answered b) and c) well but then clearly did not understand the idea 
of riba.
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b) Personal opinion supported by two developed reasons = 4 marks

1. sense of identity…developed by ...proud of their religion 

2. judged on actions…developed by...not their looks

c) Three reasons with one developed = Level 4

1. difficult to achieve

2. forgive people who have hurt you 

3. greater connection with Allah... developed through the example of salah giving better attitudes

Level 4 = 8 marks

di) Personal viewpoint, supported by three reasons = 3 marks

1. shared equity schemes

2. rent a home

3. use Islamic banks

dii) Opposite viewpoint, supported by two reasons, with one developed = 3 marks

1. in U.K. require mortgages…difficult to find other schemes

2. can’t find a member of the ummah willing to donate…..tough situation

18 marks

Examiner Comments
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b) Personal opinion with two developed reasons

1. Command in the Qur’an.......developed by....should not change just because living in the U.K

2. It is a test from Allah......developed by....avoid temptation

=4 marks

c) Three reasons, with one developed = Level 4

1. Everything happens for a purpose

2. Tests ones ability to help themselves

3. Leads to greater taqwa ......developed by..... To overcome temptation must have a strong iman

Level 4 = 8 marks

di) Personal opinion supported by one developed reason

1. Haram for Muslims ......developed by.....extremely difficult to find banks that don’t charge interest

= 2 marks

dii) Two reasons with one developed

1. Test from God

2. Not impossible .....developed by....banks lend money interest free

= 3 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (a)
Generally, this response was answered well.

This response is marked as partially 
correct, because there is no mention of it 
being a voluntary or extra act of charity.

1 mark

Examiner Comments

Fully correct

2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b) (c) (d)
Candidates who answered this question demonstrated clear knowledge and understanding of 
all the Islamic teaching.
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b) Personal opinion, supported by two developed reasons = 4 marks

1. spread love ...developed by ....and unite families 

2. reciting the adhan….blocks out shayton... developed by...purifies 
the soul

c) Four reasons = Level 4

1. symbolises washing away impurities 

2. goes to Allah in purified form 

3. prayer for intercession 

4. good deeds become heavier

Level 4 = 8 marks

di) Personal viewpoint, supported by three reasons = 3 marks

1. forbidden 

2. small amounts disturb belief 

3. digress from worship

dii) Opposite viewpoint, supported by two reasons with one 
developed = 3 marks

1. small amount won’t lead to sin…developed by...won’t affect 
anyone 

2. not long lasting effect

18 marks

Examiner Comments



54 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01 55



56 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01

b) Personal opinion, supported by two developed reasons 
= 4 marks

1. commanded in the Qur’an…developed by.....symbolise 
how a Muslim should start life 2. hear God’s name …
developed by....don’t forget about him

c) Two reasons, with one developed = Level 3

1. mentioned in the Qur’an to prepare the body for the 
grave 

2. soul will be taken so clean body….developed by....
prepare for journey

The phrase ‘mentioned in the Qur’an’ without any 
development is not sufficient on its own, to gain marks

Level 3 = 6 marks

di) Personal viewpoint, supported by two reasons, with 
one developed = 3 marks

1. alcohol is a sin 

2. don’t know what they’re doing …developed by...cause 
bad deeds

dii) Three reasons = 3 marks

1. just a drink 

2. short time so nothing will happen 

3. can control it

16 marks

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Candidates had been well taught and showed clear understanding and knowledge of Islam. 
Most marks were lost due to candidates not reading the question carefully.

The quality of answers overall was better this year because more candidates were able to 
answer the d) questions well, by giving opposing views supported by good reasons.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates may improve their performance by:

•	 always learning and using the glossary definitions of key words

•	 remembering that the development of a reason must refer back to the question

•	 noting that in b) items, only two reasons are credited, therefore to achieve full marks 
these reasons must be developed

•	 using the mark scheme as a resource to understand how marks are awarded

•	 always ensuring that answers for b) and d) items begin with a clear personal viewpoint

•	 reading the question carefully and making sure that answers do not cross between 
two questions



58 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS11 01

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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